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We are one of the leading providers of Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) legal advice and 
support to local authorities, including support and 
representation for all aspects of SEN tribunals. We 
are experienced in working for both parents and 
local authorities. We therefore have a unique insight 
into cases from both perspectives.

The introduction of the Children and Families Act has 
reformed the system for identifying and supporting 
children and young people with SEN and disabilities 
from 0 to 25. As with any legislative changes, those 
working in the field need to be sure that they have 
access to advice and support to respond to the 
inevitable challenges that will arise. 

To meet this challenge, we provide comprehensive 
services for local authorities including general advice, 
specialist support for tribunals and bespoke training. 
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Organisation Membership - £1,500.00 + VAT

Our SEN Membership is for local authorities and 
those organisations working in the field of Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND). Our SEN 
Membership provides organisations with access to 
a wide range of services at discounted rates, which 
includes, advice and resources. 

Who is the Membership for
Membership is designed to be used by professionals 
working in the SEN field, including:

• SEN officers
• Educational psychologists and specialist teachers
• Social workers
• Parent Partnership officers
• SENCOs or SEN Co-ordinators 
• Health service professionals 

Benefits of Membership
Membership provides subscribing organisations with 
the following benefits:

• Up to 30 minutes advice on any number of 
individual matters.

• 5% off our legal fees for ongoing advice.
• Discounts on our SEN products and training. 
• Free copies of our quarterly publication,  

SEN Brief, which provides updates on the law 
relating to SEND. 

Cost of Membership
Membership lasts for one year and is competitively 
priced at £1,500.00 per annum (+ VAT). There is no 
obligation to renew membership. 

Ordering and Contacts
To become a member service simply email us directly 
at admin@essentialsen.co.uk and we can do the rest 
for you. Alternatively, for further information contact 
us on 01908 889084.  

SEN Membership
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Organisation licence (unlimited users)  
- £10,000.00 + VAT 
5% discount for SEN Members

We have created a bespoke password protected 
Members Area which provides an online resource 
for local authorities and professionals working in the 
field of SEND. Users have access to a wealth of SEN 
resources including legal precedents and case law. 

Subscribers receive the following benefits:

• Access to all relevant and up to date SEN case law

• Access to all of our published legal guides

• You will receive the SEN Brief, our quarterly 
publication

• Access to frequently asked questions on key areas 
of the Children and Families Act 2014

• Access to a range of precedent letters 

• Access to precedent legal pleadings and 
documents for responding to SEN Tribunal 
Appeals. All of our documents are prepared in 
word format which enables them to be tailored to 
fit any individual appeal. The precedents include: 

o Model case statements for all types  
of SEN appeals

o Model witness statements for  
educational settings

o Examples of case management applications 
which can be sent to the Tribunal

o Exemplar professional reports

• 5% off our legal fees, should you require advice 
and support on individual SEN Tribunal appeals.

Ordering and Contacts
The online service provides unlimited access for 1 year. 

To find out more or to purchase the service simply 
email us directly at admin@essentialsen.co.uk or call 
us on 01908 889084 and we can do the rest for you.

Online Members Area
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Publications

5% discount for SEN Members on all products 
10% discount where 3 or more products  
are purchased

Our publications have been written by lawyers and 
practitioners who have a wealth of experience in the 
area of SEN. Designed to be used by ‘non-lawyers’ 
they provide an overview of the law and outline the 
key requirements which must be considered when 
making decisions. 

Children and Families Act Toolkit - £3,500.00 + VAT
The tool kit is produced in a bespoke binder and 
contains practical guides on key areas of the Children 
and Families Act 2014, which are designed for 
practical application by local authorities in carrying 
out their day to day duties. They include:

- When to carry out an Education,  
Health and Care Needs Assessment

- Drafting an Education Health and Care Plan
- Writing professional reports 
- Duties of health and social care
- Duties of schools and colleges
- Challenging schools and colleges 
- Home education
- Annual Reviews
- Cessation of Education, Health and Care Plans 
- Mediation and Disagreement Resolution

SEN Brief - £750.00 + VAT
This is our quarterly publication which provides 
an update for local authorities, professionals and 
educational settings on legal developments and 
topics of interest in the field of Special Educational 
Needs. Written by specialist education lawyers, this 
is a must have publication if you want to keep up to 
date in an ever changing and challenging legal arena. 

SEN Tribunals Practice and Procedure - 
£500.00 + VAT
This guide provides an overview of the SEN Tribunal 
system and sets out how to approach and respond 
to appeals. Written by specialist education lawyers, 
this is a must have publication if you are managing or 
presenting appeals on behalf of a local authority. 

A Guide to the SEN Tribunal for Expert Witnesses - 
£500.00 + VAT
Headteachers, SENCOs and professionals are now 
being expected to attend SEN Tribunal hearings to 
give evidence to support local authority decisions. 
Attending a hearing can be a daunting task despite 
the supposed informal nature of the proceedings. 
This publication provides guidance for witnesses 
on attending hearings and details of what they can 
expect when giving evidence and how they need to 
prepare, particularly where parents are represented. 
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A Guide to EHC Needs Assessments & Education, 
Health and Care Plans - £100.00 + VAT
Not all children and young people with difficulties 
are eligible for an EHC Needs Assessment or will be 
assessed to be eligible to receive support through 
an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). Certain 
statutory criteria must be met at each stage. 
However, whether a child or young person should 
be assessed or should have an EHC Plan are areas of 
law which historically have been subject to the most 
number of appeals and adverse Tribunal decisions. 
This guide explains the law relating to EHC Needs 
Assessments and the circumstances when the local 
authority must issue an EHCP. 

A Guide to Admissions for Children and Young 
People with Education, Health and Care Plans - 
£100.00 + VAT
The Children and Families Act 2014 has extended 
the rights of parents and young people to request 
a different array of educational settings, including 
schools, further education colleges and non-
maintained special schools. This guide provides an 
overview of the relevant statutory provisions which 
must be taken into account by the local authority in 
considering the parental/young person’s preference. 

A Guide to Specificity and Quantification  
- £100.00 + VAT
The law requires Education, Health and Care Plans 
(EHCP) to be succinct and for the needs and 
provision to be clearly specified and quantified. This 
guide identifies what is required to be specified in 
an EHCP and provides guidance for SEN Officers, 
SENCOs and professionals on how to create a legally 
compliant EHCP. 

A Guide to Annual Reviews - £100.00 + VAT
The annual review is probably the most important 
statutory process once an Education, Health and 
Care Plan has been issued. It should be used to 
review the child/young person’s progress and to 
determine if special educational needs provision is 
still necessary. This guide provides an overview of the 
annual review process and the timescales which must 
be observed and when decisions must be made by 
the local authority. 

A Guide to Managing Home Programmes  
- £100.00 + VAT
Increasing numbers of parents are requesting local 
authorities to fund expensive home programmes for 
children and young people. This is often requested as 
an alternative to attending school or in combination 
with a school placement. These types of programmes 
are often following approaches such as Applied 
Behaviour Analysis (ABA). The guide provides an 
overview of how requests need to be approached 
by the local authority and how they should be 
managed where funding is agreed. A poorly managed 
programme can result in significant expenditure being 
provided to support programmes which are having 
limited educational value for children. The guide also 
sets out what steps must be taken where a decision is 
made to end funding of a programme.   

A Guide to Home Education - £100.00 + VAT
It is often believed (wrongly) that parents are free 
to educate a child/young person with an Education, 
Health and Care Plan at home without the need for 
consent from the local authority. This guide clarifies 
the law in respect of home education and outlines 
the powers available to a local authority where it 
challenges the request for home education. 

A Guide to Cessation of Education, Health and Care 
Plans - £100.00 + VAT
Historically very few local authorities have ceased 
Education, Health and Care Plans despite this being a 
decision which should be considered at each annual 
review. This guide explains the law in relation to the 
cessation of Education, Health and Care Plans and 
describes the criteria which must be considered. 

A Guide to Writing Expert Reports - £100.00 + VAT
One of the main problems with the SEN system is 
the quality of Education, Health and Care Plans. This 
is often caused by a lack of specific and quantified 
advice. This leads to parents and young people 
appealing against the contents of their plan. The 
quality of expert evidence produced by the local 
authority is therefore open to increasing levels of 
scrutiny.  This guide identifies how reports should 
be structured and what specific issues need to be 
covered to ensure a robust and legally sound report 
is produced. 
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A Guide to Waking Day Curriculum - £100.00 + VAT
Under the Children and Families Act 2014, 
Education, Health and Social Care Services are 
required to work together in assessing and offering 
services to children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities. This is leading 
to increasing requests for 52 week residential 
educational placements. This guide identifies how 
to manage requests for placements of this type and 
what must be considered in managing any appeal 
to the SEN Tribunal. 

A Guide to Part Funding and Independent School 
Placements - £100.00 + VAT
Under the Children and Families Act 2014, part 
funding of educational placements is prohibited. 
This guide explains the law in respect of part funding 
and what agreements may be reached by local 
authorities in negotiating placements with parents. 

A Guide to Post 19 Education for Young People with 
Education, Health and Care Plans - £100.00
The Children and Families Act 2014 does not provide 
a right of education to young people beyond the 
age of 19. However, the statutory criteria is confused 
and conflicting in explaining when education should 
cease. This guide sets out the law in respect of 
the entitlement to education and evaluates the 
circumstances where post 19 education may be 
refused for young people. 

A Guide to Mental Capacity and the Children and 
Families Act 2014 - £100.00 + VAT
The Children and Families Act 2014 gives rights to 
young people over compulsory school age and there 
is an expectation that they will play a greater role in 
the decision making process. This guide deals with 
the rights of young people and issues concerning 
mental capacity. 

A Guide to Working with Educational Settings - 
£100.00 + VAT
Under the Children and Families Act, local authorities 
must work with a wider range of educational settings 
including early years settings, schools and colleges. 
This guide explains the challenges facing local 
authorities and how potential issues can be resolved 
without prejudicing relationships with parents, carers 
and young people. 

A Guide to the Duties of Health and Social Care - 
£100.00 + VAT
The duties of health and social care services have 
been extended and enhanced under the Children 
and Families Act 2014. This guide explains clearly the 
duties which must be met by health and social care 
and their responsibilities for implementing Education, 
Health and Care Plans. 

A Guide to Mediation & Disagreement Resolution  
- £100.00 +VAT
The Children and Families Act 2014 introduced 
mediation and disagreement resolution in an 
attempt to reduce disputes and the need for 
appeals to the SEN Tribunal. This guide explores  
the use of mediation by local authorities and 
provides guidance on how mediation can be  
used successfully to resolve disputes with  
parents, carers and young people. 
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Order Form

Your details

Order Details

Services:

Name

SEN Membership  £1,500.00 +VAT

Online Members Service £10,000 +VAT

Organisation

Contact Number

Email address

Address

Publications:

Children and Families Act Toolkit £3,500.00 + VAT

SEN Brief £750.00 + VAT

SEN Tribunals Practice and Procedure £500.00 + VAT

A Guide to the SEN Tribunal for Expert Witnesses £500.00 + VAT

A Guide to EHC Needs Assessments & Education, Health and Care Plans £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Admissions for Children and Young People  £100.00 + VAT 
with Education, Health and Care Plans 

A Guide to Specificity and Quantification £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Annual Reviews £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Managing Home Programmes £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Home Education £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Cessation of Education, Health and Care Plans £100.00 + VAT

continued on next page...
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Publications (continued):

A Guide to Writing Expert Reports £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Waking Day Curriculum £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Part Funding and Independent School Placements £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Post 19 Education for Young People with Education, Health and Care Plans £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Mental Capacity and the Children and Families Act 2014 £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Working with Educational Settings £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to the Duties of Health and Social Care £100.00 + VAT

A Guide to Mediation and Disagreement Resolution £100.00 + VAT

Purchase Order Reference Billing Address

Billing Details

Essential SEN is a trading style of Baker Small Legal Services Limited, a law firm regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (No 537495).

Contact Name

Contact Number

Contact Email

All publications are sent out on receipt of payment.

All enquiries should be sent to admin@essentialsen.co.uk.

Please return this order form to admin@essentialsen.co.uk
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